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HPS teachers learn from each other at conference

BY KEVIN GRIFFIN
kgriffin@hickoryrecord.com

HICKORY — Teachers from
across Hickory Public Schools
gathered at Hickory High School
on Friday to learn from one an-
other as part of the district’s
fourth curriculum conference.

This year's theme was
“STEAMing our way to highly
personalized student learning,”
and the purpose was to help
teachers meet students at the
their current level and develop
from that point, Hickory Public
Schools Superintendent Robbie
Adell said.

“Let’s meet them where they
are and grow them from Day
One,” Adell said.

It has become increasingly
important to treat students as
individuals and look to meet
students’ individual needs, As-
sistant Superintendent Denise
Patterson said.

“You cant mass-teach any-
more,” Patterson said. “Every
single child has different needs
and different learning styles,
and the demands now on the
educator is to understand how
to reach across to each of those
children using different meth-
ods.”

This is the fourth year the cur-
riculum conference has been
held and the first time the con-
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Chelsea Hartness (right) of Longview Elementary School presents a session
on developing challenging questions for students.

ference used an entire school
day.

“Well, I think with our focus,
as Dr. Adell mentioned, we're
really trying to focus on person-
alizing student learning, and we
really felt like that whole day
would give us that opportunity
to devote that time and really
seriously think about that,” Pat-
terson said.

The day opened with com-
ments from Adell and HPS Edu-
cation Foundation Executive
Director Sandi Fotheringham.

Judy Goins, the district liter-

acy consultant with the North
Carolina Department of Public
Instruction, came to speak to
the teachers and hold a session
with elementary school princi-
pals.

Speaking to teachers as-
sembled in the gym, Goins dis-
cussed the importance of teach-
er mindset.

“It is about mindset, the
mindset that we take into our
buildings and our classrooms
every day,” she said.

Goins emphasized the impor-
tance of teachers at every level

Annas Retires from
HPS Maintenance

The very best to Pat

ensuring that students reach
the proper level of mastery so
that teachers in higher grades
can build on that progress.

“You cannot build on shaki-
ness,” she said. “You have to
build on rock-solid.”

Throughout the day, ses-
sions were held throughout the

{ school on a wide variety of sub-

jects ranging from heroin and

S opioids to teacher communica-

tion styles.

Capt. Reed Baer and Lt. Wes
Gardin of the Hickory Police
Department gave a presenta-
tion on heroin and opioids to
give educators a better under-
standing of an important soci-
etal problem that can be seen
across the country, including in
Hickory.

“We haven't been impacted
as harshly as a lot of the other
places in the community,” Baer
said. “That’s why we’re here
... because we want to get out
ahead of it.”

Education is essential to com-
bating the heroin problem, Baer
said.

“You can't arrest your way out
of this problem,” he said.

In other sessions, teachers
took part in activities and as-
sessments to master concepts
that could be applied in the
classroom.

Jennifer Greene of Southwest

Elementary School and Chelsea
Hartness of Longview Elemen-
tary School taught a session on
developing higher-order ques-
tions to help students master
subject matter.

Teachers broke off into groups
to consider different ways to
make sample questions more
challenging.

Anyea Gibson and Amber
Miller, both fifth-grade teach-
ers at Viewmont Elementary
School, were paired together for
an exercise in developing high-
er-order questions.

Gibson and Miller have at-
tended the curriculum confer-
ence before, and they believe it
has given them effective tools
for the classroom.

“We're looking forward to us-
ing some of these higher-order-
thinking questions in our class
next week,” Gibson said.

Having the opportunity to
meet with other teachers also
allows teachers to come up with
ideas to address common prob-
lems, she said.

“Well, we're able to collaborate
with the other teachers from
different schools, so we can see
things that work for them and try
it at our school as well. Because
whatever issues they’re having,
I'm sure we're having similar is-
sues, so we can bounce ideas off
one another,” Gibson said.
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